SAFETY BULLETIN

SBO2-032: LIGHTNING
YOUR BIGGEST WEATHER RISK

Approximalely 360,000 bolis of hightning bombard the earth every hour, I can be devastating,
spectacular and unpredictable. More than 600 persons in the LS. are Killed each year by
lightning strikes. Following these basic safety miles will belp save your life when lightning
threatens:

1. Stay Indoors. Do not venture outside unless ubsolulely necessary,

2. Stay away from open deors or windoews, hepluces, radiators, stoves, melal pipes, sinks,
and plug-in eleclneal eguipment such as radios and television sels.

3o Doonof vse plug-in electrice]l equipment such-as hair divers.

4. Do not take a shower or 4 bath, Water and copper tubing are excellent conductors of
electricity.

3. Denot use the wlephone unless absolulely necessary.
I won st go ouldoors, ese the Tollowing precantions:

1. 2o not work an fences, telephone lings, pipelines, or structursl stecl fabricutions,
2. Do not use metal objects such us Dshing rods or goli cluls,
. Do nor hamdle Nammable materials in apen containers.

4, Gel oul of water and off of heacheas {do not continue swimming). Get off small boats.
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Stay in vour autormobile if rraveling, Auntmmobiles offer exeellent lightning proteclion us
long as your radic is off znd the antenna is down,

&, Seek shelter in a building, If no building 15 available, vour best protection 15 a cave, ditch,
or canyon. Never luke sheller under a single tree in an open field (stay away from
unpralected arcas swech as covered shelters on golf courses, picnic areas, or campgrounds),

7. Mever rouch downed power lines. Dial 911 or the local power compuny immediately
ensuare that the ling iz turned off to climinale poleniial hasnrd,

Final Tips
# Have nlighining plan.
#  Suspend activily Tor 30 minutes atter last observed atrike.

= Injuied persons do not carry an electrical charge and can be handled safely.
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